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Lacan rarely discusses Nietzsche and is less overtly influenced by him than by 

the group of philosophers who fall under the heading of French Nietzscheans 

(Jurist 2000: 269). 

:X�VJ �3&�" ��\��  
�� ��$� �� �V� �
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This has been used by theorists as different as Zizek and Dews to identify Lacan 

as an important alternative to Nietzschean-influenced poststructuralist thinking 

(ibid.: 270). 
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They are concerned with how his influence promoted a rejectionist stance against 

the subject-that is, with the side of Nietzsche that overlaps with his “anti-agency” 

(ibid.). 
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�� �EB� �6��> 2 (� �!�
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�!J6 :0� C�3&�" �( � &� �\�0� �6�; �Z �6 o�� ��\�� �����>C    6& X�V�J ���\�� 

�� ��6�6&� :�1&
;  

This interpretation of Nietzsche’s reception is potentially misleading, however, as it 

obscures the full complexity of Nietzsche’s view about agency (Jurist 2000: 270) 

o�? ��\�� :#��E�  
 ��@ +�4��� �
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Nietzsche forces us to acknowledge contingency and the unexpungeability of the 

irrational in human life (Jurist 2000: 282). 

:,
&  �\�0� �8 236irrational  6& (��y4	��A)rational    .2�36 +���8 &�9� (��y4	)
  $�, ��0B�6 �8 .y8 )� .�&6� ��\
 .�E�6 ��6 .
� �!�\ &�     C+���8 6���? �0�3&��� #&�0�3� �

:16   &� 'n6�	 2�-*� �6 �1�B� �8 236�
�� 2�!	�" ��8 2!�A #6C     2�36 :�16 o�3�? ��6
 ��-�6
 �8»'n6�	 2�-*� «�� t�\& �!J6 :0� �� K23��-� �> �� :���8  

Indeed, the centrality of affects in Nietzschean agency … should not be 

overlooked (ibid.). 
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& &�� � :0� 
 236 +���  

�6
& �6 ��$� �6&�6 Co1���L� ���
6 �!Z�� :16 &� �� #
�8 �� �L�     �6 ��
�� �6&�6 ��� ��1;
/1 2�!	�"  23&
O) 236 &�@��3�� �>&�?1395 :315(.  

At this early stage of his thinking, Lacan’s understanding of analysis seems 

consistent with Nietzsche’s understanding of integrated agency (Jurist 2000: 282). 

I�J p��-� �6 �L�  ��� �6&�6 z23&��� N#&6j@   #��\»understanding«     #���-� ��8 (��E")
� �� �!�\ C236 +��8 �\6�� pyD6 �� 6& �!�\���8  �� ]$	��� �y���8 �\���� # ���\   +��,  

�� .236  #�\»236 &�@��3 «   ��8 2�36 +�, ��\��» /�1   !&�@���3�� ��>&�? «   &� ��1 .2�36
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�!�\ #��-� �6 ���� :��> �� 6�1&� �8 �1;     .��E�� ��� ���� 2�3� Z �*36
» #���1� «
   ��� /�1��� ���� �� 6& ��D     .��E�� ���B�&6 .���6�» #���1� «    &� K2� �> 6��1&� ���  :0��

�!J6  �� :���6�D  

Derrida suggests that no philosopher was more sensitive than Hegel to the 

profound impact of the Other, and he notes Levinas’s affinity to Hegel 

(Jurist 2000: 282). 
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Perhaps only trauma can make a human being indifferent to its power 

(Jurist 2000: 286). 
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